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September 30, 1992 INTRODUCED BY Brian Derdowski

PROPOSED NO. 92-444

S— | 1

AN ORDINANCE relating to bidding procedures for
public contracts, increasing the threshold for
formal advertised solicitation processes for
tangible personal property, services and public
works projects, revising public advertising
requirements, and creating a small works roster
system; amending Ordinance 3441, Sections 3-6
and 8, as amended, and K.C.C. 4.16.030 through
4.16.060 and 4.16.090; amending Ordinance 4551,
Section 2, as amended, and K.C.C. 4.16.080; and
adding two new sections to K.C.C. 4.16.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. Ordinance 3441, Section 3, as amended, and K.C.C.

4.16.030 are hereby amended to read as follows:
Exceptions to bidding for the lease or purchase of tangible

personal property and services or the solicitation of ((bids))

proposals and subsequent purchase of professional and/or technical
consultant services. In accordance with the provisions of R.C.W.

36.32.245, R.C.W. 36.32.253 and this chapter ((36-32+258)), the

director or his designee is granted authority to let any contract,

lease or purchase of tangible personal property or services (other

than professional and/or technical consultant services) involving

less than ((three—thousand—five-hundred)) twenty-five thousand

dollars, without advertisement and without ((eempetitive)) formal,

sealed bidding. The director or his designee is also granted the

authority to let any contract for the purchase of professional

and/or technical ((serviee—eensultants)) consultant services

without a formal solicitation of proposal process where the value

of the contract to the ((eentraeter)) consultant will not exceed

ten thousand dollars. ((Fhe—direeter—er—his-designee—is
autherized—teo—dispense—with—advertisement;—eompetitive—biddings
and—selieitation—eof preopesal-—preoecesses—when)) When leasing or

purchasing tangible personal property or services (other than

professional and/or technical consultant services) between ((ene

theusand)) two thousand five hundred dollars and ((three—theusand
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five—hundred)) twenty-five thousand dollars, or when ((the))

awarding ((ef)) a professional and/or technical service contract

having a value to the ((eentraector)) consultant of less than ten
thousand dollars ((=—®he)) , the director or his designee shall
be responsible for securing telephone and/or written quotations

from enough vendors or prospective contractors or consultants

((+)) to assure establishment of a competitive price, and for

awarding such contracts ((fer—purechase—efmaterials,—eqguipment—or

servieces)) to the lowest responsible bidder or proposer; provided,

that in awarding professional and/or technical service contracts
the director or his designee shall strive to select the most
qualified ((kidder)) proposer, having given due regard to

experience and expertise and other relevant factors ((—

Immediatedy)) ; and provided further, that after the award ((is

made)) of any_ contract pursuant to this section, the bid

quotations or proposals obtained shall be recorded and open to
public inspection and shall be available by telephone inquiry.

SECTION 2. Ordinance No. 3441, Section 4, as amended, and

K.C.C. 4.16.040 are hereby amended to read as follows:
Proprietary purchases. The sealed competitive bidding

provisions of this chapter shall not apply to the lease or

purchase of tangible personal property or to services of any kind

which ((48)) are clearly and legitimately limited to a single

source of supply, or to leases and purchases involving special

facilities((5)) or market conditions, in which instances the lease
or purchase price shall be established by direct negotiations with
the department of executive administration. The county executive

or his designee shall approve such leases or purchases in excess

of ((three—thousand—five—hundred)) twenty-five thousand dollars.

SECTION 3. Ordinance No. 3441, Section 5, as amended, and

K.C.C. 4.16.050 are hereby amended to read as follows:
Emergency purchases. In the event>of an emergenéy when the

public interest or property of the county would suffer material

92-444 .pb 2
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injury or damage by delay, upon declaring the existence of such
emergency and reciting the facts constituting the same, the
director or his designee may waive the requirements of Section
4.16.010 with reference to any ((purehase—er)) contract relating
either to the county’s lease or purchase of tangible personal

property or services or to ((amd)) the requirements for the

selection and award of professional and/or technical service
consultant contracts; provided, that such exemption shall only
apply to those contracts having a value of less than fifty

thousand dollars to the ((eemsultant)) contractor or consultant.

The executive shall report, in detail, such emergency expenditures
to the county council within thirty days of declaring an
emergency. Should an emergeney require the expenditure of funds
in excess of fifty thousand dollars, any such additional
expenditure shall be approved by motion of the council,
accompanied, if necessary, by an appropriations ordinance,
declaring an emergency, following the executive’s recommendation.
The executive’s recommendation shall include such statements as
are necessary to fully explain the emergency. Purchases/contracts
involving an emergency circumstance shall be approved by the
county executive or his designee when the cost exceeds ((%hree

theugand—five—hundred)) twenty-five thousand dollars; provided,

that no contract or purchase shall be consummated to expend any
money or incur any liability in excess of amounts appropriated by
ordinance.

SECTION 4. Ordinance No. 3441, Section 6, as amended, and

KCC 4.16.060 are hereby amended to read as follows:

Counter bids. Notice of the lease or purchase((s)) of

tangible personal property and the purchase of services (other

than professional and/or technical consultant services) between

( (ere—theusand)) two thousand five hundred dollars and ((three

theousand—five—hundred)) twenty-five thousand dollars shall be

posted on a bulletin board of the department of executive

92-444 .pb 3
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administration for not less than three days prior to making such
lease or purchase ((;—tease—or—eontraet)). Quotations will be
obtained by telephone and/or in writing from enough vendors or

prospective contractors to assure establishment of competitive

prices and for awarding such contracts for, K lease or purchase of
materials, equipment or services to the iowest responsible bidder.
Immediately after award is made, the bid quotations obtained shall
be recorded and open to public inspection and shall be available
by telephone inquiry.

SECTION 5. Ordinance No. 4551, Section 2, as amended, and

KCC 4.16.080 are hereby amended to read as follows:

Rules and requlations for the solicitation and purchase of
professional and/or technical service consuitant contracts.

A. The rules and regulations stipulated in this section
shall apply only to professional and/or technical service
consultant contracts in which the county enters into an agreement
to purchase consultant services for county government from a
corporation, firm, agency, individual, or group of individuals
based on their recognized experience and knowledge within a
specialized area of expertise. Examples of such consultant
services subject to this chapter include, but are not limited to,
the following:

1. Financial or administrative studies;

2. Feasibility studies of a scientific or technical
nature;

3. Architectural services, including landscape,
architectural,»and engineering, as well as other design
studies;

4. Special project management for a defined period of time
or result;

5. Management advisory services; ((-)) and

IO\

Services requiring special knowledge, training, or

advanced education, and involving mental or

92-444 .pb ' 4
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intellectual, rather than physical or manual, labor or

skill, and involving the consistent exercise of

judgment and discretion in a specific field or

endeavor.

B. Consultant contracts for preparation of environmental
documents prepared as required by the State Envirénmental Policy
Act, RCW 43.21C, are exempt from the requirements of this chapter.

C. In soliciting and ultimately awarding a professional
and/or technical services consultant contract, having a Value to
the contractor in excess of ten thousand dollars, the director or
his designee, shall have the operational responsibility to:

1. Develop ((bid)) proposal specifications or a project
description in the form of a request for proposal in concert with
the requesting county agency;

2. Develop, with the requesting agency, the written criteria
which will be used to determine which written proposal shall be
accepted as the basis for recommending contract award. Such
determination at a minimum shall include:

a. Quality;

b. Known and docﬁmented expertise of the applicant;

c. Documentation, as required, and demonstration of the
financial capability of the party to perform specified
work; |

d. Special consideration of the impact of affirmative

action, including minority and women’s business

( (eentraeting)) enterprise participation.

3. Publicly advertise at least ((&wiees)) once ((and)) at least

( (enee;—twe—eoenseeuntive—weeks—in—advanee)) ten days prior to the

last date upon which proposals will be received, the purpose,

scheduled date, location, and time of a prebid conference, or the
name of a contact person within the issuing authority from which

the project specifications shall be available. The purposes of

prior notification shall be to distribute and discuss the project

92-444 .pb , 5
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specifications in the form of a request for proposal to intérested
parties, and inform applicants of the stated time frame for
submission;

4., Recommend to the county executive which proposal,
therefore party, shodld be awarded a contract as being in the best
interests of the county; provided, that in the event the county
fails to negotiate satisfactory terms with the highest ranked

proposed ((eentraeter)) consultant, the executive shall then begin

negotiations with the next highest ranked ((eentraecter)) proposed

consultant, and so forth until such time as a contract

satisfactory to the county is executed or the process is

terminated by the county;

5. Be responsible to address all necessary comments to other
applicants, interested parties, or the general public regarding
the decision by the county to contract for services from a party
to the exclusion of other applicants.

SECTION 6. Ordinance No. 3441, Section 8, as amended, and

K.C.C. 4.16.090 are hereby amended to read as follows:
Rules and regulations for the lease or purchase of tangible

personal property and the purchase of services other than

professional and/or technical consultant services. The director

or the director’s designee shall have prepared and shall approve
and advertise for bids of all county solicitations for the lease

or purchase of tangible personal property and the purchase of

services (other than professional and/or technical consultant

services) in excess of ((three—theusand—five—hundred)) twenty-five

thousand dollars, and such solicitations shall be consistent with

applicable state of Washington statutes, including R.C.W.

36.32.245, R.C.W. 36.32.253 and R.C.W. 39.04.190. All ((erders))

purchases or contracts made by the director or the director’s

designee shall be awarded to the lowest ((gualified)) responsible
bidder ((;—taking—inte—econsideration—the—egualityefthematerial
[ | ] 3 s a’ | ] 1] E i) l X 3 ' ] ' ]
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county—government;—and—the-delivery—+termss)). Any or all bids may

be rejected for good cause.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 7. There is added to K.C.C. 4.16 a new
section to read as folloﬁs:

Waiver of advertisement and éompetitive bidding for certain
public works projects. 1In accordance with R.C.W. 36.32.250,
advertisement and competitive bidding shall be dispensed with in
the letting of contracts for public works involving less than ten
thousand dollars. |

NEW SECTION. SECTION 8. There is added to K.C.C. 4.16 a new

section to read as follows:

Small Works Roster Alternative to Advertisement and
Competitive Bidding. There is hereby created a small works roster
system, which shall operate as a uniform process to award
contracts for public works projects with an estimated value of one
hundred thousand dollars or less as an alternative, at the option
of the county on a project-by-project basis, to formal
advertisement and competitive bidding. The following procedures
shall be followed in awarding all contracts using this roster
system:

(A) 1Individual rosters within the system shall be composed of all
contractors who have requested to be placed thereon and who are,
where required by law, properly licensed to perform such work in
this state;

(B) The county shall actively solicit participation by women-
owned and minority-owned business enterprises in accordance with
the provisions of K.C.C. 4.18;

(C) Whenever possible, the‘county shall by invitation seek bids
from at least five separate contractors on an appropriate roster.
Such invitation shall include an estimate of the scope and nature

of the work to be performed as well as the materials and equipment

to be furnished;

92-444 .pb 7
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(D) Once a contractor on a roster has been offered an opportunity
to submit a bid, that contractor shall not be offered another
opportunity to submit a bid for any other contract utilizing that
same roster until all other cbntractors thereon, including women-
owned and minority-owned contractors, have been afforded an
opportunity to submit a bid; and

(E) A_contractor shall be removed, at the discretion of the

manager, from a small works roster after being deemed non-

responsible to two consecutive invitations to bid.

(F) All contracts shall be awarded to the contractor submitting
the lowest responsible bid.

The director or his designee shall be responsible for the
administration of the small works roster system and shall prepare
and adopt the forms, administrative processes and operational
procedures necessary to implement a small works roster system for
different categories of anticipated work that complies fully with
this section and all applicable requirements of state law,
including those set forth in R.C.W. 36.32.250 and R.C.W. chapter
39.04.

NEW _SECTION. SECTION 9. The present limit of $1,000 on

direct voucher purchases by individual departments shall not
exceed that limit without approval by ordinance passed by the
Council.

NEW SECTION. SECTION 10. It shall be the responsibility of

the office of financial management to report to the Council no
later than April 30th of each year direct voucher activity for the
previous year on a department by department basis. Said report

shall include, but not be limited to, an identification of

92-444 .pb 8
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problems regarding inappropriate use of direct vouchering and
corrective actions to be implemented by the Executive.

INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this A ; ; day of

QAUZ. , 19 92 .

PASSED this /ﬁ% day of ((Zgz;é exr) , 1972 .

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

,/ziggﬁLc*— LLLqCA;/

halr
ATTEST: d
Clerk of the Council
APPROVED this <23+ day of O A , 19 g2
v LN . / (( /,

King County Exechtlve‘\
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